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GETTING STARTED  
WITH SPRINGER NATURE 
EXPERIMENTS 
This guide explains how to perform a basic search,  
refine your search results, use the Article Evaluation 
Pages, and access full-text content using Springer 
Nature Experiments: the research solution for  
protocols and methods.

To access the platform, visit experiments.springernature.com.  
It is free to use and you do not need to log in.

http://experiments.springernature.com
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Homepage

You can start your search 
straight away using the search 
bar on the homepage. Our smart 
search function will provide 
suggestions of research tech-
niques when you start typing.
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Browse through our technique 
pages to discover protocols  
and methods related to major  
techniques in the life sciences.
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Exploring protocols and methods by  
technique
Ranging from Molecular techniques, through to Microscopy, Cell & Tissue Culture and 
Spectroscopy, our technique topic pages gather all there is to know about the most 
current and impactful research techniques. Whether you want to brush up on a specific 
technique or explore the latest developments, you will find relevant content on these 
pages.

Recently cited papers 
The three most Recently cited protocols and methods using the research tech-
nique.

Recently published papers 
The three Most recently published protocols and methods using the research 
technique.

Review papers 
Explore the different methodological approaches for a specific technique and 
select the best one for your experiment.

Related techniques 
Explore the relationship between research techniques and find out which tech-
niques are used together in the lab.

Synonyms 
Since techniques can be named or described differently in different research 
fields, we have compiled some of the most common synonyms.

Technique hierarchy 
This scheme shows all the related sub-techniques, allowing you to explore 
connections and refine your search as needed.

Broader concepts 
You can also expand your search with broader concepts encompassing the 
research technique you are exploring.
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Performing a search
The search works across all Springer Nature protocols and methods content and has been 
optimized specifically for this purpose with recognition of common scientific synonyms and 
abbreviations. Our semantic search identifies research techniques, model organisms and 
cell lines in search queries and only returns protocols and methods that use them. 

The search results page
By default, search results are sorted by relevance but you also have the option to sort 
them by date of publication, citations and trending content (based on the number of 
downloads within the last month). 

Refining your search results
In the left-hand column of the search results screen, you will find the search filters. 
These enable you to easily narrow down your search by:

Publication year – enter a start year and end year into the boxes or use the 
sliders to refine results to only those published within this date range. Content is 
available from 1980 to present.

Video available - filters to show just the articles with video content.

Technique – the techniques with the most matches will be shown in this collapsed 
menu, but you can click “Show all” to view the full list or use the dedicated search 
option to locate a given technique. This filter is powered by our in-house 
ontologies and AI/text-mining tools which enable us to identify and normalize 
techniques within full-text and deliver the most relevant results to you. 

Article category – choose from different types of content, including protocols, 
overviews (introduction articles), reviews and research (articles and brief 
communications). Click “Show all” to expand the filter.

Source – refine results to a specific journal title or book series from the Springer 
Nature portfolio.
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Evaluating your results
Within each search result, you will find a number of details that will help you to carry 
out an at-a-glance evaluation. Once you have refined your results, you can click on a 
search result title to view the article evaluation page.

Further Evaluation using Article Evaluation Pages 
Article evaluation pages provide a more detailed overview of the key information 
needed for evaluation and comparison of protocols and methods, including: 

Article type
 
Source and date of publication

 
Title and authors
 
Abstract snippet 

Techniques and organisms used, 
automatically extracted by our 
indexing tools

Number of citations and down-
loads, based on data from 
Altmetrics or Bookmetrix

You will also be able to see when 
a video is available within the 
protocol or method

Abstract: as published with the 
original article

Figures and videos: here you 
can see all of the figures and 
videos associated with this 
article.

Related articles: helps you 
discover more protocols and 
methods using the same 
research technique

Supplementary information: 
completing the protocol, this can 
include any texts, figures, videos 
or databases provided by the 
author

Keywords: highlight all the 
techniques and models used in 
that paper

Citation graph: this shows the 
total number of citations as well 
as the citation trend of this 
particular article over the last 5 
years. 

Latest Citations: a list of the last 
3 articles that cited this 
particular protocol or method.
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Accessing the full-text 
content
Clicking on the Full text button (24) within the article profile page will take you through 
to the content on its source platform – nature.com for content from Nature Protocols 
and Nature Methods or SpringerLink for content from SpringerProtocols.

Please note that you will need to have a current subscription to access the full-text 
content from Nature Protocols, Nature Methods and SpringerProtocols (with the 
exception of some book titles). Please check with your librarian, or ask them to contact 
us if you cannot access the full-text content.

Need more support?
For additional training and information, or to request a demonstration, please contact: 
experiments@springernature.com

 A72764

Contact


